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Contact Lis For the past eight vears, I have always begun my first day of classes as a NYC school teacher a
by telling my students that my wife and I have been in all fifty states. Invariably, my students E
imguire as to which is my faverite. I always respend by telling them, "Hawail is beautiful, and
San Francisco is THE aity, but we keep coming back te southarn Utah and northermn Arizonal”
Less than five hours from Las Vegas (two hours on [-15 and about three hours on SR 383) is
Jacobs Lake, the entrance to the Nerth rim of Grand Canyen National Park. After a bathroom
stop and a guick leck at the gift shop we traveled about fifty miles through beautiful stands of R
trees and the mest smazing meadows weive see since Alaska. Miles and miles of rolling
meadows were here, on top of this plateau that overlooks the mighty Celarade River at almost
10,000 feat! 3
y : Wat only was the North Rim beautiful, more majastic than the south Rim, but alss it was also [
Tieaon Evscitive less crowded. Because of its Isolation from majer roadways, fewer people visit the North Rim
. ,-Ll_ml__h__‘” and you can actually get a parking spot at the main Visiters Center which is located adjacent to G
- the only in-park accommodations at the Grand Canyen Lodge and at all of the pull outs. It was A.."
so sarene to actually walk along the veranda and watch the peeple sitting on benches lock out
Fealured Evanis at the magnificent view of the Grand Canyon, The Lodge and the cabins looked so Inviting that ﬂ
wie are sure that the next time we visit we will be staying here. ]
26th Art Juried After a few hourz of seeing the sights, we took off for our first nightis destination, Page, %
Spring Sho Arizona, This is a two-hour ride along US B%9a and the Vermillion Chiffs Highway. The road was =
P",W v i B nice twe-lane blacktep with not much traffic, About and hour-and-a-half aleng the read, in a
‘E HAVASL “town" called Marble Canvon, wa found a little side road to Lesis Ferry. Wa took this road for
Az about five miles and when we came to the end of it we found we could wade inte the mighty
R |
Community Agquatic &l?'m s . . L :
Canter, 100 Park Ave Leeis Ferry was a spot used by the pioneers to cross the river and itis about 13 miles south of
- Show & s3is of fine the Glan Canyon Dam at Page. Hera the mighty river, which carved all of this beautiful scenery
arts & crafts From all in the Four Comers area, is a mere rivulet. There was a beach and we saw some MNative
over the Wast, Sa Americans swimming. It was awe-ingpiring to think that this powerful river, which had spant
10a-5g, Su 10a-3p. millions of years carving this beautiful land, could be seen, walkaed into, and provide a
Frea adm, 928-855- refreshing little pleasure!
aova Just as we got back to the main road [US BSa), we found the Navajo Bridge. The Mavajo
Bridge was originally a steel arch bridge over the river for the highway. In 1995, the original
:"""P"“" Wow bridge [which was Bullt in 1927) was raplaced by the current highway bridge. There is alse a
g U small musaum, the Navajo Interpretive Center, dedicated to the history of the Navaio Indians,
s 2 whe own most of this land.
ﬁ;;:“fi:;:f“ A half hour fater, we were in Page, Arizona, the only city In this entire area. Page, wasnit a eity
larinp intar-tribal until 1957, It was built to house the construction workers whe worked on the Glen Canyon
dln\xmo:‘n:;ﬂ” Dam. The populztion of Page is about 5000. The city has a couple of shopping centers, some
. ms‘“ﬁ% m“:; nice hotels and restaurants to please your pallet and your wallet! The townspecple also have a
Reviurican osdiarts i sanze of humar with the name of the city A the loeal bookstere iz callad "The Frent Page®, and
cral"ts Sa 10:303- more than one place is called “The Dam Restaurant™!
i1p, éu 10a-Tp. As you enter Page from the south, you drive down a five-mile grade, which allows you to see
Adultsfse, 7 & up/ the expanse of Lake Powell, an absclutely beautiful sight! Lake Powell was formed when the
%4, 520-573-4051 Glen Canyon Dam was built and the water behind the dam backed up to form tha lake, It took
eighteen years to form the current lake (from 1958 through 1976). It is the second [argest
Spring Plant Sale man-made lake in the United States {about 193 miles long) and it has more shorsline than the
Saf, M western continental LS.
; With all this water, recreational beating is the primary use of lake Powell. Thers are watar
Boyce Thompsoen sports galore throughout the |ake, and house boating =eems to be ona of the most thriving
Arboretum - 1000s businesses in the area. You can rent houseboats, which sleep up to twelve people and cost as
of drought-tolerant much as $8000 per week! Also, because of its starlling terrain and landscape, many films,
plants, see """‘““’: including both the onginal and the current "Planet of the Apes” were filmed at Lake Powell.
Epl-d o 5.
Hnﬂmﬁlmnﬂn We spent four wonderful days here, and we met people from many paris of the world. Our
: .aztourist. com/article. phpTaction=show&id= 3
http:/’www.aztourist farticle.phpTaction=show&id=36 f11/2005
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American West fascinatas many Europeans. As we arrived at our hotal, we were followed inte
the parking lot by sixtean Harley Davidsonis and a pickup truck carrying the entire luggage for
the group. These bikers were dressed in typical biker garb n leather chaps, bandanas, chains,
atc. It was vary intimidating. Yet at breakfast the next morning, all we heard these pesple
speak was French! They were a French biker dub from Marseifles, France.

Eating in Page was vary reasonable. The first night we ate at a Dennyis, but the next three
nights wa ate at the Rainbow Room of the Wahweap Lodge, located at the Wahweap Marina,
where most of the water wehicles and activities at the southerm end of Lake Powell began.
There sre beat rampe and decks and all the necsssary facilitizs that are neaded for boating en
this great expanse of water. Seeing all the fancy cars and large boats, we wers intimidated by
the Lodge. Yet, when we visited the hotel the first night, we found the restaurant thers served
an extensive menu and was guite reasonable {about $20 per persen without drinks). Where
else could [ possibly get a vegetable lasagmna in this part of the country?

The first full day in Page we took a half-day Rainbow Bridge Boat Tour of Lake Powell. The half-
day tour takes about five hours and there is ample coffes, lemenade and water for all. On this
tour, we were taken about fifty miles along the lake to see the beautiful Rainbew Bridge, a
naturally formed “bridgefarch® deep in Navajo country. The Rainbow Bridge is a Navajo
religious site, so care and decorum are very impoertant when visiting this place. There are
various tour boats and tour companies that provide this service. The tours can be hired at the
Wahweap Lodge at the marina. The half-day btour was about 385, and the full-day tour cost
about £140 including lunch.

The second day in Page we toock a jeep trip of Antelope Canyon. Antelope Canyeon is 3 "slot™
canyon, a very narrow (2-6 fest wide) crevice about 300 feet long and about 100 feet deep.
The only light coming In is from the cpening at the tep. The fleor is sand so you just walk
through the canven and after meeting your group on the other side; you walk back to the jeep.
The whole tour takes about 45 minutes with a bumpy twenty minute ride on Navajo land bafore
and after. Thiz tour was arranged by Lake Powall Jeep Tours and costs about $26 per parsen.

Tha third and final day in Page we took a float trip down the Colorado River below Glen Canvon
Cam. We met at Wilderness Outfitters and were taken by air-conditioned motor coach down ko
the base of Glen Canyoen Dam. The dam was built over ferty years age, vet a two-mile long
access tunnel, which was used in its construction, has been maintained for the maintenance of
the dam and access to the river. This huga bus made itz way down this leng, dark, narrow
passage until we waere at tha base of the dam. There, we had to put on hard hats (in case
anything fell from above} and walked a short distance to the large, rubber float boats,

At our boat, we met our very colorful guide, Jim Duffy, who is a licensed Colorado River pilot.
We got on board and began our threa-hour float trip (no white water) down one of the quistest
parts of this mighty river. We passed huge cliffs, narrow valleys, a 270-degree Horseshoe Bend
and made a rest stop at some Indian petreglyphs. Throughout the entire ride Duffy told us
some amazing stories. At the end of our excursion we wound up at Leels Ferry, the guiet part
of the Colorade River where this adventure began. This half-day adventure cost 355 per
person.

The fourth day, we drove across the bridge ever Glen Canyen Dam and onte Bryce, Zion and
Rubyis Inn, but thatis another state and another story.

Bio: Stuart s a fifty-five year old recently retired NYC school teacher. Since 1968, he and his
wife have traveled in all 50 states of the US, but they ikeep coming back to northern Arizona.i
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Pleass feal free to peruse our POF files of our contents of AZ Tourist News.
Feel free to dewnlead as many copies as you wish for family and friends.
Keep the necessary information in the your car, RV, or truck. We continue
to look out for you as there |s simply NO information like thiz FREE and
svailable statawide ANYWHERE! See for voursalf,
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Downioad this month's Arizona Tourist News!
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